
 

January 2023 News 

Hi Everyone! 
 
January is widely seen as a time to rethink and try something new - a New Year 
resolution or having a go at Veganuary, perhaps. You might have a goal to find out 
more about climate action, reduce your carbon footprint, or take part in community 
climate action near you.  
 
We’re looking forward to another year of trying new things, raising awareness, and 
pressing for action from our Councils, and we would love you to get involved and help us 
to rethink our collective future in the face of the Climate Emergency.  

 
More people => more ideas => more climate action!  

 
A YEAR OF CLIMATE ACTION 
 

By working together, you’ve helped us achieve loads of climate action in our first year, 
Thank You!  Through our Public Transport, Lobbying, Community Awareness, and 
Responsible Consumption groups… 
 

1. We encouraged and welcomed the Town Council’s declaration of a Climate 
Emergency in line with Shropshire Council… 
 

2. …and we clanged for the Climate during COP27. 
 

3. We lobbied locally and nationally for ten months on topics ranging from building 
climate-ready homes to fair prices for renewable energy… 
 

4. …and encouraged four local schools to put climate change at the heart of 
education. 
 

5. We held four stalls and engaged people in fun activities ranging from personal 
carbon footprints to home energy saving measures… 
 

6. …and put on a Grow and Share event with vegetable plants, ornamentals, trees, 
and flowers for bees all shared for free. 
 

7. We set up an electrical gadget recycling point in the library which will raise funds 
for the local charity CRY, to provide heart screening for children… 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m001gk5d
https://giki.earth/about/
https://mdclimateaction.uk/lobbying-2/


8. …and pinned over 100 businesses and organisations to our interactive map for 
the climate actions they are taking for Market Drayton and beyond. 
 

9. We recommended improvements to our bus services based on our survey of 
nearly 200 residents for their views on local public transport… 
 

10. …and raised awareness of climate action through regular local media items. 
 
Our next event will be a Food Stall on Wednesday 1 February over lunchtime in Arlon 
Square, in front of Wilko. Come along, play a game, and explore how our food 
contributes to carbon emissions. Or just come for a chat. 
 
To round off our first year, our next meeting will include a review of how we are running 
things. You’re invited to come along on Monday 13th February (starts 7:30pm) and take 
part in shaping our course for the next year. What would you like us to do more of, do 
differently, or get started on? We’d love to hear your ideas! Venue: Mencap building, 
Salisbury Hill View, Market Drayton TF9 1DW. 
 
LATEST NEWS 
 
At our January meeting we voted to affiliate to Friends of The Earth as a Local Action 
Group because our aims align so well with their vision. Their support, training, and 
funding opportunities will help us in taking climate action locally, which will in turn 
support their wider work on Climate, Nature, System Change, and Consumption issues. 
 
Our Climate Action Station stickers are now ready! This month we’ll start 
delivering them to local businesses, organisations, and individuals featured 
on our Interactive Map who have told us they would like one.  
 
If you would like to be on the map and receive a window (cling) sticker, 
please get in touch. We hope they will help to raise awareness of the 
climate action steps being taken in so many different ways in our town 
and beyond. Every step gets us closer to our Shropshire target of net zero by 2030. 
 
Thank you to Rory Lay and his wife Julia, and everyone who came along to Rory’s 
presentation about regenerative agriculture and soil health on 23rd January.  It was 
wonderful to hear about his family’s dedicated and far-reaching work, as well as the 
achievements of the North Shropshire Farmer cluster of nearly 50 farmers who share 
knowledge to enable their different farming specialties to capture more carbon, 
encourage biodiversity, and be just as productive in spite of fewer chemicals. 
 
Rory gave some examples of the work on his farm to increase and maintain natural 
habitats, encourage and monitor wildlife, build soil health and resilience, utilise mixed 
cropping and compost to reduce chemical fertilisers, and engage the public through 
nursery school visits to the farm and a weekly ‘Farmer Time’ talk to share live farming 
updates with children at a school in Leeds.  
 

https://mdclimateaction.uk/transport-2/
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/
https://mdclimateaction.uk/market-drayton-interactive-map/
mailto:nancystewart.stewart@gmail.com
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/shropshire-climate-action/what-have-we-achieved/policies-strategies-and-guides/climate-strategy-and-action-plan/
https://jrlayfarms.carrd.co/
https://regenerationinternational.org/bioreactor/


There are several carbon-counting schemes available to farmers, each with its own 
particular features, but using the Scottish Agricultural College’s assessment, Rory’s 
efforts put him in the top 25% of lowest emitting farms in the country.  His farm 
already meets many of the requirements of the Environment and Land Management  
(ELM) schemes the government is launching in 2024. 
 
RETHINKING LAND USE  

 

Improving soil health, increasing woodland cover and the ELM schemes 
are part of the government's 25 year plan to use and manage land 
sustainably and help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and capture 
carbon. 
 
Dan Raven-Ellison, a guerrilla geographer, National Geographic 
Explorer, and filmmaker, has compiled a summary of all UK land use 

into an eye-opening 100 second film. More than 28% of our land is used for pasture and 
nearly 27% is used for non-irrigated arable cropping – giving us huge potential for 
climate benefit by adjusting how this land is managed. 
 
Small adjustments to land use techniques can have big climate benefits, and last year 
Shropshire Petals acquired the world’s first delphinium planting and weeding solar-
powered robot which has no CO2 emissions and is kinder to the soil structure.  
 

If you have a carbon-saving idea, Twemlows solar farm near Whitchurch, which 
generates renewable electricity, is offering grants of up to £6000 from its Community 
Benefit Fund for carbon-saving projects run by community groups within a 15 mile 
radius. Applications must be received by 14 February.  
 

Or if you’d like to ‘lock up’ carbon in trees and hedges, the Council’s subsidised 
community tree scheme for the 2022/23 planting season is currently open to residents, 
landowners, farmers, community groups, businesses and charities. The focus is on 
planting groups of native trees and shrubs as copses, small areas of woodland, and 
hedgerows, to maximise the benefits for landscape and wildlife around the county - and 
to help Shropshire reach net zero carbon by 2030. 
 
If you’d like to get involved in our carbon-saving climate actions, please come along 
to a meeting or get in touch.  Forwarding this newsletter is a climate action you 
could do right away.  
 
Thank you - and keep up the good work!  
 

Land map image copyright rests with the European Commission. 

 
https://mdclimateaction.uk/ 

If you would like to start, or stop, getting newsletters, please email us. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-land-management-schemes-overview/environmental-land-management-scheme-overview
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0drvdLYGNuc
https://www.shropshirepetals.com/blog/worlds-first-delphinium-flower-robot/
https://www.shropshirepetals.com/blog/worlds-first-delphinium-flower-robot/
https://stcenergy.org.uk/news/
https://stcenergy.org.uk/news/
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/environment/trees-woodlands-and-hedges/shropshire-council-community-tree-scheme-202223
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/environment/trees-woodlands-and-hedges/shropshire-council-community-tree-scheme-202223
https://mdclimateaction.uk/get-in-touch/
https://mdclimateaction.uk/

