
 

 

Market Drayton Climate Action Group 

  Public Transport Recommendations 

 

Introduction 

Market Drayton is one of the largest market towns in North Shropshire – with a town population 

currently almost 13,000 and more people living in outlying farms, hamlets and villages – yet the 

transport provision is inadequate to meet the needs of this community.  We do not have a train station, 

the bus services are very limited and there is no safe provision for walking or cycling.   City Science have 

recently conducted a survey on walking and cycling and we are awaiting results. 

Market Drayton’s train station was closed in the 1960s, a victim of the Beeching cuts.  Since then the 

bus services have slowly been eroded and it is now difficult to live in the area without contributing to 

climate change by driving a car.  It is crucial to reduce carbon emissions by reducing car use and 

increasing use of public transport.  Public transport can be made more eco-friendly by use of electric, 

biofuel or hydrogen-powered buses to replace multiple vehicles on the road, and by use of minibuses on 

rural roads connecting villages.  People will not use public transport until it is efficient and reliable, and 

goes where people need to go. 

The government has allocated £220 million to improving rural bus services nationally.  Market Drayton 

needed a share of that money to ensure that substantial improvements are made to our transport 

infrastructure, but it has now been announced that the government has not awarded any of this money 

to Shropshire and Telford. 

Recommendation 1 – Connect Market Drayton to Whitchurch Railway Station by bus. 

The nearest train station is in Whitchurch, 10 miles from Market Drayton.  Whitchurch is on a line from 

Shrewsbury to Crewe – both major train hubs which could connect the Market Drayton area to the rest 

of the world.  Currently there is no bus from Market Drayton to Whitchurch.  A bus from Market 

Drayton to Whitchurch station would take approximately 30 minutes or less. 

Currently people can take a bus to Shrewsbury train station which takes over an hour, or could get to 

Crewe via Shrewsbury or Stoke-on-Trent . To get to Whitchurch, only 10 miles away, people have to go 

to Shrewsbury by bus and then get a train back to Whitchurch. 

There is also a bus service to Stoke-on-Trent but it does not stop at the station.  To get to Stoke-on-

Trent station passengers must either walk a few hundred yards from the end of the road or alight at 

Newcastle and get a local bus which stops outside the station.  Neither of these journeys is quick or 

convenient and would not be suitable for commuters.  Also, there is no bus service on Sundays and the 

Saturday service is to be axed.  The route from Market Drayton to Stoke-on-Trent is being taken over by 

D&G buses and is subsidised by Staffordshire Council.  The service will be cut to three buses a day 

Monday to Friday. 

A regular bus service connecting Market Drayton to Whitchurch would enable quicker and more 

efficient travel to Shrewsbury and Crewe – both of which are major train hubs.  A regular bus service 

would benefit local people and businesses in both Market Drayton and Whitchurch. 



 

 

Recommendation 2 - The local bus service should be reorganised to take in more of the 

town and extend to outlying villages. 

There are two bus services that currently run around the town, but they do not cover the whole town, 

and the routes and timings need to be reviewed to include the new housing estates and major 

employers.  The buses start at about 7.00 a.m.  and finish at about 6.00 p.m. which does not connect 

with shift changes at major local employers, Mullers and Palethorpes and now McDonald’s.  There is 

currently no bus service in the evenings or on Sundays which means that people cannot use public 

transport to travel into the town centre to pubs, restaurants or The Festival Centre.  The bus service is 

due to be cut on Saturday as well.   

There is currently no bus service from outlying villages, though it is important that people in villages 

should be able to get into Market Drayton for work, shops, leisure and the medical centre.  Minibuses 

would find it easier to negotiate country roads.  Perhaps a dial-a-ride service should be considered.  

It is important for bus timetables to be widely publicised and for up-to-date travel information to be 

provided to the public. 

 

Recommendation 3 – Provide a bus service to connect Market Drayton to Telford 

Hospital. 

Bus services should connect Market Drayton to the local hospitals.  It is currently very challenging and 

time consuming to get to hospital by public transport, and it is impossible to get there for a morning 

appointment.  This issue is being raised by the Patient Participation Group and various solutions are 

being put forward (car shares, volunteer drivers, etc.).  However, organising bus services so that they 

stop at the hospitals would be a very good start.  The Princess Royal Hospital in Telford is the hospital 

people living in Market Drayton are most likely to be referred to.  A bus service direct to the Telford 

hospital from Market Drayton could then connect with a new bus service linking to the Royal 

Shrewsbury Hospital.  Direct bus services to Royal Stoke University Hospital and the Shrewsbury hospital 

would be beneficial too. 

 

Recommendation 4 – Provide some evening services. 

Residents of Market Drayton need evening services to get to cinemas and other night-time venues in 

Telford/Shrewsbury/Newcastle and Stoke-on-Trent.   
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